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DEFINITIONS AND FORMULAS 

Residence Data Data allocated by place of residence of the registrant 

Induced abortions to Idaho residents include: 
1) The number of reported abortions occurring in Idaho to Idaho residents; and,
2) The number of reported abortions occurring in other states to Idaho residents.

Occurrence Data Data allocated by place where event occurred, regardless of the person's place of residence 

Induced abortions occurring in Idaho include: 
1) The number of reported abortions occurring in Idaho to Idaho residents; and,
2) The number of reported abortions occurring in Idaho to non-residents.

 Induced 
Abortion 

A legal medical procedure that is intended to terminate a pregnancy without a live birth 

INDUCED ABORTION RATE -- number of induced abortions per 1,000 females 15-44 
years of age 

induced abortions x 1,000females 15-44 

INDUCED ABORTION RATIO -- number of induced abortions per 1,000 live births 

induced abortions x 1,000live births 

VITAL REGISTRATION AND DATA COLLECTION 

Registration 
of Records 

The Idaho Bureau of Vital Records and Health Statistics is responsible for managing Idaho’s 
vital records program and for providing health statistics and analysis.  Civil laws of every 
state provide for a continuous, permanent, and compulsory vital registration system.  Idaho is 
responsible for inspecting each Idaho state record for promptness of filing, completeness, and 
accuracy of information; querying for missing or inconsistent information; numbering the 
records; preparing indexes; processing the records; issuing certified copies; and storing the 
documents for permanent reference and safekeeping. 

Induced 
Abortion 

The reporting of induced abortions occurring in Idaho has been required by state statute since 
July 1, 1977, as provided in Section 39-261, Idaho Code.  In 1984, an interstate data 
exchange program for abortion data was initiated nationwide, whereby Idaho obtains non-
identifying information about abortions occurring to Idaho residents in other states.  Data in 
this report are provided for both Idaho resident abortions, regardless of where the procedure 
occurred, and abortions occurring in Idaho to either Idaho residents or non-residents.  The 
cut-off date for induced abortion records in the data base was September 13, 2018 for 2017 
records. 
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INDUCED ABORTION

U.S. In 2014, the latest year available, 49 out of 52 reporting areas (50 states, District of Columbia, and 
New York City) provided data to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) regarding 
abortions in the United States.  A total of 652,639 legal abortions were reported to the CDC by the 
49 reporting areas in 2014.  In 2014, the U.S. abortion ratio was 186 abortions per 1,000 live births 
in the reporting area.  The number of abortions in 2014 decreased 11,796 (-1.8 percent) from 2013, 
for which 664,435 abortions were reported from the same 49 reporting areas1. 
 

INDUCED ABORTIONS RATIO PER 1,000 LIVE 
BIRTHS 

RATE PER 1,000 
FEMALES AGED 15-44 

U.S 20141 652,639 186 12.1 

Idaho 2017 (Occurrence) 1,285 58.9 NA 

Idaho 2017 (Residence) 1,730 78.1 5.3 

Abortion 
in Idaho 

The reporting of induced abortions occurring in Idaho has been required by state statute since July 
1, 1977.  The reported numbers increased from 708 during the last half of 1977 to a high of 2,706 in 
1981.  The number of abortions reported in Idaho in 2017 was 1,285 slight decrease from the 1,289 
reported in 2016.  Abortions occurring in Idaho may be to Idaho residents or non-residents.  Of the 
1,285 procedures performed in Idaho, 1,235 (96.1 percent) were to residents of Idaho and 50 (3.9 
percent) were to non-residents. 

Idaho 
Resident 
Abortion 

Abortions to Idaho residents decreased 1.1 percent from 1,749 in 2016 to 1,730 in 2017.  Abortions 
to Idaho residents may occur in Idaho or out of state.  In 2017, 1,235 abortions to Idaho residents 
occurred in Idaho, and 495 were performed out of state.  Of the 495 abortions obtained by Idaho 
residents out of state, 378 occurred in Washington, 79 in Utah, 16 in Montana, and 21 in Oregon. 

IDAHO INDUCED ABORTIONS 
Idaho Residents and Abortions in Idaho 

2007-2017 

“Abortion Surveillance – United States, 2014”, Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, Vol 66/No. SS 24, November 24, 2017.   

Resident 

Occurring 
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2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL 7.2     7.1     7.7     6.9     6.5     6.2     5.8     5.6     5.3     5.4     5.3     

District 1 9.3     9.2     9.0     8.9     7.2     7.0     6.1     6.4     6.6     5.7     6.0     
District 2 8.5     6.9     6.7     6.3     7.9     4.4     5.0     5.4     5.2     4.7     5.6     
District 3 5.9     6.5     8.3     6.6     6.3     6.4     6.0     5.3     5.1     5.2     5.2     
District 4 10.5   10.6   9.9     9.6     8.9     8.7     7.8     7.4     7.3     7.3     6.7     
District 5 6.2     6.1     8.4     6.6     6.5     6.7     6.3     7.2     5.3     5.9     5.9     
District 6 4.0     3.2     4.9     4.6     4.6     4.0     3.9     3.0     3.1     4.4     3.5     
District 7 2.3     2.1     2.9     2.5     2.2     2.0     2.2     1.8     1.8     2.1     2.0     

Ada 10.8   11.0   10.3   9.7     9.0     8.7     7.9     7.6     7.3     7.4     6.6     
Adams 1.7     7.2     13.8   -  3.8     6.0     8.2     4.1     10.5   6.4     5.9     
Bannock 5.7     4.4     6.6     6.4     4.9     4.7     4.6     3.6     4.1     5.8     4.5     
Bear Lake -  1.0     1.1     3.2     2.1     1.0     3.1     -  -  1.0     2.0     
Benewah 9.7     9.8     12.0   7.7     8.8     2.9     4.5     3.0     3.7     5.3     2.2     
Bingham 2.7     2.1     3.7     2.9     5.3     3.9     3.7     2.6     1.8     2.6     2.6     
Blaine 12.3   11.6   12.2   10.5   11.5   11.5   9.6     15.5   9.3     8.9     11.0   
Boise 2.2     5.3     5.9     9.8     8.6     2.2     8.9     8.8     5.1     8.3     3.1     
Bonner 8.9     8.2     5.2     8.8     6.1     6.5     5.3     4.6     5.1     6.2     5.2     
Bonneville 3.2     3.0     4.4     3.7     3.2     2.9     3.2     2.8     2.7     3.0     2.6     

Boundary 3.7     3.2     7.6     4.1     3.6     3.0     4.8     2.9     2.8     2.1     1.6     
Butte 2.3     -  2.6     -  2.4     2.5     2.6     7.4     2.5     2.6     2.7     
Camas -  -  4.6     -  10.8   -  6.0     -  5.9     6.1     -  
Canyon 6.5     6.9     8.8     6.8     7.0     6.7     6.3     5.7     5.2     5.4     5.3     
Caribou 2.5     3.4     3.5     2.7     2.7     0.9     2.7     0.9     2.7     1.8     0.9     
Cassia 2.9     3.7     4.6     4.3     4.1     3.4     3.8     5.4     2.3     3.0     3.0     
Clark 5.8     -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  6.3     6.2     
Clearwater 4.4     6.5     7.4     3.6     6.6     2.9     5.9     5.1     7.0     3.0     3.9     
Custer 3.1     6.2     9.9     4.9     1.7     3.3     8.2     3.4     7.1     7.2     1.8     
Elmore 8.4     6.3     5.8     7.7     7.2     8.4     5.9     4.8     6.9     5.9     9.0     

Franklin 0.9     1.3     1.3     1.7     0.4     2.6     1.7     1.3     0.8     2.4     2.4     
Fremont 1.8     1.8     2.3     0.4     2.2     0.9     2.2     1.8     0.9     0.5     2.6     
Gem 3.6     6.0     5.2     4.8     3.4     5.0     4.6     3.5     5.8     4.8     5.1     
Gooding 7.4     7.8     13.3   8.5     4.9     3.1     3.9     4.6     3.4     3.4     5.9     
Idaho 3.9     4.4     4.0     3.7     3.7     2.8     1.9     2.4     2.9     3.3     2.9     
Jefferson 0.9     0.6     2.0     2.4     1.6     1.2     1.8     1.4     0.6     1.7     2.0     
Jerome 4.9     5.7     7.1     3.5     6.1     5.7     5.0     6.6     5.0     5.2     3.9     
Kootenai 10.0   9.9     9.9     9.6     7.4     7.4     6.2     6.9     7.2     6.0     6.7     
Latah 8.8     7.0     5.8     6.5     6.9     4.6     6.1     5.8     5.3     4.0     5.5     
Lemhi 7.1     7.0     4.5     4.7     4.7     10.8   2.0     3.0     1.9     2.9     5.6     

Lewis 11.2   9.1     7.5     3.9     5.7     1.9     -  3.9     7.7     9.4     1.9     
Lincoln 5.8     3.5     2.4     6.2     4.2     8.2     2.0     4.0     3.9     5.9     2.9     
Madison 0.2     0.3     0.4     0.3     0.5     0.4     0.5     0.2     0.5     0.5     0.5     
Minidoka 4.6     2.7     4.3     5.8     3.7     6.0     6.7     4.2     1.9     5.7     4.6     
Nez Perce 10.2   7.3     8.4     7.4     10.9   5.1     4.8     5.9     5.4     5.7     7.1     
Oneida 2.8     -  1.5     1.5     3.1     3.1     1.5     1.5     -   2.9     1.4     
Owyhee 3.2     5.4     5.7     6.0     3.5     3.5     2.0     4.1     1.5     1.5     2.5     
Payette 5.6     4.2     6.7     7.5     4.4     6.4     5.5     5.0     6.0     4.5     5.2     
Power 2.7     3.4     2.7     3.6     7.4     2.9     3.0     3.8     6.1     6.8     3.9     
Shoshone 6.3     9.4     9.8     6.1     10.2   10.1   9.6     10.6   7.0     4.9     5.8     

Teton 4.2     3.4     3.5     4.6     2.9     0.5     -  1.5     2.4     2.3     0.9     
Twin Falls 6.1     6.1     9.2     7.1     7.0     7.5     7.1     7.4     6.4     6.6     6.7     
Valley 13.3   12.3   9.3     8.9     8.5     12.7   7.9     7.1     6.2     5.4     7.9     
Washington 2.3     4.0     8.4     3.8     3.2     3.8     6.5     1.9     4.0     6.0     6.0     

Abortion rate:  Number of induced abortions to women of all ages per 1,000 females 15-44 years of age.  Some rates are based on small 
numbers (<20), and caution is advised when interpreting rates based on small numbers.

RESIDENCE

2007-2017
Abortion Rate by District and County of Residence

INDUCED ABORTIONS TO IDAHO RESIDENTS
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RESIDENCE Total
Abortion Occurring in

Idaho
Abortion Occurring in

Other State

IDAHO      1,730                 1,235                               495                                  

District 1 241                    -                                       241                                  
District 2 115                    5                                      110                                  
District 3 284                    272                                  12                                    
District 4 665                    635                                  30                                    
District 5 216                    208                                  8                                      
District 6 117                    59                                    58                                    
District 7 92                      56                                    36                                    
Ada        603                    581                                  22                                    
Adams      3                        3                                      -                                       
Bannock    79                      45                                    34                                    
Bear Lake  2                        -                                       2                                      
Benewah    3                        -                                       3                                      
Bingham    22                      9                                      13                                    
Blaine     39                      36                                    3                                      
Boise      3                        2                                      1                                      
Bonner     34                      -                                       34                                    
Bonneville 60                      39                                    21                                    
Boundary   3                        -                                       3                                      
Butte      1                        1                                      -                                       
Camas      -                         -                                       -                                       
Canyon     232                    220                                  12                                    
Caribou    1                        -                                       1                                      
Cassia     13                      12                                    1                                      
Clark      1                        1                                      -                                       
Clearwater 4                        -                                       4                                      
Custer     1                        1                                      -                                       
Elmore     47                      43                                    4                                      
Franklin   6                        -                                       6                                      
Fremont    6                        5                                      1                                      
Gem        14                      14                                    -                                       
Gooding    15                      15                                    -                                       
Idaho      6                        1                                      5                                      
Jefferson  11                      7                                      4                                      
Jerome     17                      16                                    1                                      
Kootenai   190                    -                                       190                                  
Latah      52                      2                                      50                                    
Lemhi      6                        -                                       6                                      
Lewis      1                        -                                       1                                      
Lincoln    3                        3                                      -                                       
Madison    5                        2                                      3                                      
Minidoka   17                      16                                    1                                      
Nez Perce  52                      2                                      50                                    
Oneida     1                        -                                       1                                      
Owyhee     5                        5                                      -                                       
Payette    21                      21                                    -                                       
Power      5                        4                                      1                                      
Shoshone   11                      -                                       11                                    
Teton      2                        1                                      1                                      
Twin Falls 112                    110                                  2                                      
Valley     12                      9                                      3                                      
Washington 9                        9                                      -                                       

INDUCED ABORTIONS TO IDAHO RESIDENTS
District and County of Residence by State of Occurrence

2017

ABORTIONS OCCURRING TO IDAHO RESIDENTS                                                                 
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TECHNICAL NOTES 

Induced Abortion 
Termination 
Procedure 

The primary procedure that terminated this pregnancy. 

Suction Curettage 
(Also known as vacuum aspiration)-In this procedure the cervical canal is dilated by the 
successive insertion of instruments of increasing diameter (dilators). When the cervix is 
sufficiently dilated, a flexible tube (cannula) is inserted into the uterine cavity, and the fetal 
and placental tissues are then removed using an electric vacuum pump. 

Medical (Nonsurgical) 
This nonsurgical procedure involves the administration of a medication or medications to 
induce an abortion. Medications (e.g. methotrexate, mifepristone, misoprostol, etc.) are used 
most frequently early in the first trimester of pregnancy. However, some medications (e.g. 
prostaglandin suppositories, injectable prostaglandins, etc.) may be administered during the 
second trimester of pregnancy to induce abortion. Medications may be administered orally, 
by injection, or intravaginally. 

Dilation and Evacuation (D&E) 
This procedure, used most frequently in the second trimester of pregnancy (greater than or 
equal to 13 weeks’ gestation) involves opening the cervix (dilation) and primarily using 
sharp instrument techniques, but also suction and other instrumentation such as forceps for 
evacuation. 

Intrauterine Instillation (Saline or Prostaglandin) 
This procedure involves either withdrawing a portion of the amniotic fluid from the uterine 
cavity by a needle inserted through the abdominal wall and replacing this fluid with a 
concentrated salt solution (known as saline instillation, saline abortion, or saline amniotic 
fluid exchange) or injecting a prostaglandin – a substance with hormone-like activity- into 
the uterine cavity through a needle inserted through the abdominal wall (known as 
intrauterine prostaglandin instillation). The saline instillation process induces labor, which 
results in the expulsion of the fetus approximately 24 to 48 hours later. The interval between 
prostaglandin injection and expulsion tends to be shorter than in a saline abortion. 

Sharp Curettage (D&C) 
(Also known as dilation and curettage, D&C, or surgical curettage)-This procedure involves 
the dilation of the cervix as in the section curettage procedure, although usually to a larger 
diameter. The fetal and placental tissues are then removed with a sharp curette. 

Hysterotomy/Hysterectomy 
Hysterotomy involves surgical entry into the uterus to remove a fetus. Hysterotomy is 
usually performed only if other abortion procedures fail or if other abortion procedures are 
not appropriate. Hysterectomy is a procedure in which the uterus is removed (with the fetus 
inside). It is usually performed only when a pathological condition of the uterus, such as 
fibroid tumors, warrants its removal or when a woman desires sterilization. 

Note there may be one or more procedure used to terminate the pregnancy. 
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Complications 
of Termination 

Hemorrhage  
A copious discharge of blood from the blood vessels 

Infection 
Invasion and multiplication of microorganisms in body tissues, especially that causing local 
cellular injury due to competitive metabolism, toxins, intracellular replication, or antigen-
antibody response 

  Uterine Perforation  
  Perforation of the uterus 

Cervical Laceration  
Laceration of the cervix 

  Retained Products  
  Retained products of conception 

Educational 
Materials 

Was the patient provided the education materials as specified in Idaho Code § 18-609(4)? 
Education materials include information on induced termination, fetal development, and 
services for women, infants, and children in Idaho.  Go to www.abortioninfo.dhw.idaho.gov 
for education materials provided to patients. 

Clinical Estimate 
of Gestation 

The length of gestation as estimated by the attending physician in completed menstrual 
weeks. This estimate is not computed from the date last normal menses began and date of 
termination.  Clinical estimate of gestation is used for the length of gestation. 

Postfertilization 
Age 

Age calculated from the date of fertilization of the human ovum. The termination record 
does not collect the date of fertilization.  Fertilization of the human ovum occurs 
approximately two weeks after the onset of menses.  The postfertilization age is calculated 
to by the number of completed weeks’ clinical estimate of gestation minus two weeks.  For 
example, 20 weeks postfertilization is equal to 22 weeks’ clinical estimate of gestation.  

Method for 
Determining 
Gestational Age 

The method used by the attendant in determining the reported weeks of gestation. 

Ultrasound  
Weeks of gestation were determined by an ultrasound procedure 

Pelvic Exam  
Weeks of gestation were determined by a pelvic examination procedure 

Other, Specify  
Indicate what method/procedure/evidence the attendant used to determine the weeks of 
gestation 

   None  
   A clinical estimate of gestation was not performed. 
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Race  Patient’s race is a write-in category for one race.  If race is written as “Hispanic”, 
“Mexican”, or “Latina”, the patient’s race is categorized as “white”.  If race is written as 
“other”, “mixed race”, or “multi race” the patient’s race is categorized as “other”. 

Ethnicity Patient’s ethnicity is reported separately from race on the induced termination record. 
Ethnicity is reported as a check box of yes or no for the question “Of Hispanic origin?”.  If 
checked “yes”, Hispanic origin is specified as Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican,  

Costs associated with this publication are available from 
Idaho Department of Health and Welfare. 

HW-1206 November 2018 
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